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Certified Stormwater Manager Recommended Reading List

APWA Education operates independently from APWA Certification.

APWA certification examinations are designed to assess your existing professional knowledge. No
preparatory materials are required or considered prerequisites for earning APWA certifications.

The Certification Commission, a semi-independent certifying body within APWA, governs the
APWA certification programs. In alignment with industry standards, commission volunteers
maintain independence and are not involved in the development of preparatory programs.

The following publications will be referenced directly in the exam.

1.

American Society of Civil Engineers, Design and Construction of Urban Stormwater
Management Systems. ASCE Publications, 2000.
https://ascelibrary.org/doi/book/10.1061/9780872628557

G. Allen Burton Jr and Robert Pitt, Stormwater Effects Handbook: A Toolbox for
Watershed Managers, Scientists, and Engineers. CRC Press, 2001.
ttps://winslamm.net/assets/files/presentations and publications/2%20Monitoring%20S
trategies%20for%20Stormwater/2001%20Burton%20and%20Pitt%20Stormwater%20
Effects%20Handbook.pdf

Center for Watershed Protection, lllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination: A
Guidance Manual for Program Development and Technical Assessments. EPA, 2004.
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/201511/documents/idde manualwithappendices

-pdf

Center for Watershed Protection, Managing Stormwater in Your Community: A Guide
for Building an Effective Post-Construction Program. EPA, 2008.
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/P10020LQ.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Clien
t=EPA&Index=2006+Thru+2010&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=
1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDa
y=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmIQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%?2
0Data%5C06thru10%5CTxt%5C00000006%5CP10020LQ.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&
Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-
&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r7598/r75g8/x150y150916/i
425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&Back
Desc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL

US EPA. “Summary of the Clean Water Act | US EPA,” February 23, 2026.
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-clean-water-act

American Public Works Association, Water Resources Management Committee.
Financing Stormwater Utilities. 3ed. Kansas City, Missouri: APWA Press, 2026.
https://my.apwa.org/s/store#/store/browse/detail/a1BJX000003RyG5MAK
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7. Thomas N. Debo and Andrew Reese, Municipal Stormwater Management. CRC
Press, 2002.
https://www.routledge.com/Municipal-Stormwater-Management/Debo-
Reese/p/book/9781566705844?srsltid=AfmBOogpJgEmMAvptJf8Efs uQxf-
YyQw F1DZ vgkwdghR V8LLA3R1T

8. Gordon England and Stuart Stein, Stormwater BMP’s Selection, Maintenance, and
Monitoring. Forester Press, 2007.
https://stormwateruniv.com/bookstore/

9. Federal Emergency Management Agency, National Flood Insurance Program
Floodplain Management Requirements: A Study Guide and Desk Reference for Local
Officials. FEMA, 2005.
https://fema480.com/products/fema-480-nfip-floodplain-management-
requirements?utm_medium=referral&utm source=shop-
website&variant=50562628649269

10. Neil S. Grigg, Water, Wastewater, and Stormwater Infrastructure Management. CRC
Press, 2012.
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Water Wastewater and Stormwater Infrastr/b
LMBQAAQBAJ?hI=en&gbpv=0

11. US EPA, NPDES Phase | and Phase Il Regulations. US EPA, May 20, 2026.
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater-discharges-municipal-sources

12. National Archives, “Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations: Protection of the
Environment,” Code of Federal Regulations.
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40

13. Urban Drainage and Flood Control District. Urban Storm Drainage Criteria Manual.
Vol. 1-3. Urban Drainage and Flood Control District, 2001.
https://www.mhfd.org/criteria-manual
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