Public Works First Responders outreach to elected officials sample text:
Highlighted areas are where you may customize the letter to include your own name, chapter name, jurisdictional information, etc. Please consider adding other language that supports your members’ role in serving as first responders.
If you send this as a letter, please consider placing it on chapter letterhead or include your chapter’s logo at the top.

“The Honorable (elected official),
(Your name/chapter/branch) is contacting you to discuss your support for introducing legislation or official action at the (city, county, state) level that would recognize public works professionals alongside fellow first responders. APWA represents more than 33,000 members in North America and approximately (number) members in this (chapter/branch). As you are likely aware, often when disasters occur, public works is the first to respond and the last to leave. I would also point out that as first responders, public works professionals serve a vital role in ensuring national critical infrastructure functions during emergencies. So much so that the federal government emphasized the crucial role of public works through the enactment of Homeland Security Presidential Directive (HSPD)-8 in 2003 (which has since been superseded by Presidential Policy Directive-8 in 2011), recognizing public works professionals as first responders. Public works, with varying degrees of oversight, is responsible for many of the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) 16 designated critical infrastructure sectors. (Provide any examples in your chapter.)
First responders—including public works professionals, firefighters, police officers, emergency medical technicians, 911 operators, paramedics, and other emergency personnel are often charged with standing on the front lines of our communities, selflessly serving and protecting the citizens of not only our residents but our critical infrastructure before, during, and after disasters and emergencies. Furthermore, first responders respond swiftly and courageously to emergencies, often putting their own lives at risk to ensure the safety and well-being of others, whether in natural disasters, accidents, medical emergencies, or public health and safety threats.
As you may also be aware the states of Mississippi, New Hampshire, Vermont, and most recently Louisiana have enacted legislation recognizing public works as first responders, while other states are exploring taking official action. Additionally, there are county and local governments that have or are working toward adopting similar measures.
The (chapter/branch) welcomes the opportunity to work with you on legislation that would officially recognize public works professionals in (jurisdiction) alongside fellow first responders. Please consider APWA as resource with first-hand experience to help in this effort. For your reference I am also enclosing a copy of the APWA “Public Works Are First Responders” resource.
In closing, (I/we) appreciate your consideration of the request and we appreciate hearing from you at your earliest convenience to discuss it in greater detail.
Thank you,
